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“THE DOCTRINE OF BALAAM”
Garland Robinson

INTRODUCTION1

And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things
saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges; I know thy
works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat is: and
thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in
those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was
slain among you, where Satan dwelleth. But I have a few things
against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine
of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the
children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to
commit fornication ... Repent; or else I will come unto thee
quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth
(Rev. 2:12-14, 16).

Our point of interest in this study is concerned with the “doctrine
of Balaam.” The word “doctrine” means teaching, instruction, and/or
that which has been taught. Therefore, the doctrine of Balaam does not
concern itself with teaching “about” Balaam, but rather what Balaam
“taught”—the instruction, direction, guidance, counsel he gave. The
text tells us what that teaching was. He taught Balak to cast a
stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed
unto idols and to commit fornication.

Fortunately, the Bible gives us some of the history regarding the
incident of Balaam and Balak. A lengthy account is given in the book
of Numbers 22-24. His name and wicked deed are recorded in many
other places as well: Numbers 31:7-8, 16; Deuteronomy 23:3-5; Joshua
13:22; Joshua 24:8-10; Nehemiah 13:1-2; Micah 6:5; 2 Peter 2:12-16
and Jude 11. It would certainly be helpful to review what the Bible says
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in all these texts, but space will not allow an extensive examination in
this volume. We will leave it to you to study and familiarize yourself
with them. Again, the focus of this chapter is primarily on Balaam’s
teaching and instruction.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The Israelites wondered in the wilderness for 40 years before they
entered into the land of Canaan. When they pitched their tents in the
plains of Moab, the Moabites feared for their lives—having heard what
Israel had done to other nations (Num. 22:3-4). They sought to hire
Balaam (a Gentile prophet) from far away Mesopotamia to come and
curse the Israelites. However, God told Balaam not to go, but when
Balak, king of Moab, offered him great reward and honor, Balaam
conceded and went (Num. 22:12-17). On his journey to Moab, one of
the most interesting accounts in inspired history is revealed when
Balaam’s donkey speaks (Num. 22:21-35).

Four separate attempts were made by Balaam to curse the children
of Israel, but on each occasion God caused Balaam to bless them.
However, Balaam was intent on receiving his promised reward. If he
could not bring God’s displeasure upon the Israelites by cursing them,
he would do it another way. He found that way in the counsel he gave
to Balak. In effect he said, you can cause Israel to sin against God by
inviting them to join you in worship. This will provoke God’s wrath
and He will punish them (Num. 31:16; 25:1-3).

The worship of the Moabites included everything God had
forbidden Israel to do—from idolatry to immorality. Idolatry would
involve the Israelites in religious sacrilege (defilement, disrespect,
desecration, irreverence, blasphemy). Immorality would involve them
in every vice of impurity (whoredom, fornication, lewdness, lascivious-
ness, wickedness, iniquity). The worship of Moab included temple
prostitutes. Israel would be so defiled, God’s wrath would not be held
back against them. As a result of Israel’s participation with Moab in
their worship, God sent a plague upon the Israelites and 24,000 people
died before it was stopped (Num. 25:4-9). Balaam’s counsel to Balak
was a stumblingblock to God’s people—encouraging/influencing them
to sin in every way.

TEMPTATION

When we place ourselves in a situation where we are going to be
tempted to sin, we are headed in the wrong direction. Temptation preys
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upon our weakness. Our weakness often crumbles our resolve to obey
God and we give in to the temptation. Why would any child of God
place himself in the middle of a situation where temptation is great? We
ought to stay as far away from it as possible. God’s Word says:
“Abstain from all appearance of evil” (1 Thess. 5:22). “Watch and pray,
that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the
flesh is weak” (Mt. 26:41). “And they that are Christ's have crucified
the flesh with the affections and lusts” (Gal. 5:24).

When we resist temptation, not yielding to it, we keep ourselves
pure and our minds on the right track. “The Lord knoweth how to
deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the
day of judgment to be punished” (2 Pet. 2:9). However, we play the
major role in keeping ourselves out of temptation’s clutches. When we
are overcome by temptation and yield to it, we cannot blame God for
not protecting us when we put ourselves in the middle of it! Paul said:
“[T]his one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and
reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the
mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil.
3:13-14). That is not putting ourselves in the middle of temptation. That
is staying away from it. We can overcome. The Lord will help us.
“There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man:
but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye
are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that
ye may be able to bear it (1 Cor. 10:13). The problem is, we do not look
hard enough for the way of escape. Instead of avoiding it, we run
headlong into it and then try to excuse ourselves by saying the
temptation was beyond our control. “Let not sin therefore reign in your
mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof” (Rom. 6:12).
“Flee also youthful lusts” (2 Tim. 2:22). The Psalmist was right on
target when he said: “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might
not sin against thee” (Ps. 119:11). Oh, might we be so careful to do the
same.

COMPROMISE

The doctrine (counsel, teaching) of Balaam was to compromise.
The Israelites compromised both their worship and their morals.
Compromise in these areas is never good. It always leads to destruc-
tion. The Lord’s way is an exclusive, singular, unique way. It does not
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allow union and participation with any but the way of truth and
holiness.

The Lord’s way does not allow compromise with the religions of
the world. In the political correctness of today, the march-words are
“toleration” and “truce.” The only thing considered wrong is to say
there is one exclusive religion and all other religions are wrong. The
world allows compromise with all religions. However, the Lord and
Master of the universe says: “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no
man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (Jn. 14:6). That excludes all
of the religions of the world except the Lord’s (Christianity). That is
not just my opinion or just the way I see it—that is the way that is right
and cannot be wrong. It is the Lord who made us and not we ourselves
(Ps. 100:3). Therefore, His way is right. What He says is the way it is!
That makes no allowance for Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam or any other
religion. They are wrong—they are all wrong. They are man-made, not
heaven-made. To compromise with them is the way that leads to eternal
death. To compromise with the religions of the world may “seem” right
to a lot of people, but the end thereof are the ways of death (Pro.
14:12).

The Lord’s way does not allow compromise with denominations.
Though there are similarities between the Lord’s church and the so-
called “Christian denominations,” it is still compromise to join them in
worship and practice (i.e., fellowship). The Lord says: “No!” The
command of Ephesians 5:11 is very clear: “And have no fellowship
with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them”
(emphasis added). The Lord did not say we can have a little fellowship
with them. He said “have no fellowship” with them. Instead of
fellowshipping them, He said “reprove them.” That is, we expose them
for what they are, show the error of their way, make it clear where they
stand and whom they serve. Though they claim to be “believers,” they
have never obeyed the Gospel. Therefore, Christians cannot be joined
with them. Instead, we are to come out from among them and be
separate saith the Lord (cf. 2 Cor. 6:14-17).

Denominations are wrong in name. They wear the names of men,
methods or philosophies—names representing forms of government,
doctrines and practices. The Lord named the church, His church. They
are referred to as “churches of Christ” (Rom. 16:16). The Lord’s name
is above every name (Phil. 2:9). It is at the name of Christ that every
knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess (Phil. 2:10). “[T]he
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disciples were called Christians first in Antioch” (Acts 11:26, emphasis
added). There is no other name by which men can be saved (cf. Acts
4:12).

Denominations are wrong in authority. They have councils,
conferences, synods, disciplines, manuals, creeds and traditions. On the
other hand, the Lord’s church has the divinely, inspired Word of God,
the Bible. It is infallible—the only guide to heaven (2 Tim. 3:16-17).
It furnishes all we need to be pleasing to God (2 Pet. 1:3). It is the
document by which we will be judged when all humanity stands before
the Lord (Jn. 12:48). We only show our respect for the authority of
Christ when we respect and obey His Word. It does not make any sense
to be a member of any religious organization that does not demand
Scriptural authority for everything we do in religion. Colossians 3:17
says: “And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus.”

Denominations are wrong in doctrine. The chart below shows
several contrasts between the doctrines of denominationalism and the
doctrine of Christ.
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People who sit at the feet of denominational preachers are told,
“Receive Christ as your personal Savior” or to “Pray the Sinner’s
Prayer,” in order to be saved. According to John 1:12, those who
believe in Christ are not automatically the sons of God at that point, but
are given the power (right, privilege) “to become” sons of God.
According to the Bible, man is saved from sins only when he believes
(Heb. 11:6; Jn. 8:24), repents of his sins (Acts 2:38; 17:30), confesses
Christ before men (Acts 8:37; Rom. 10:9-10), and is baptized (im-
mersed in water) for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16). This is
the only plan taught in the Bible by which one can be saved from past
and alien sins.

The Lord’s church is not a denomination. It is not part of a whole
or one of a series of units, but the only church that one can read about
in the Bible. Christ only promised to build His church (Mt. 16:18). He
died only for His church (Acts 20:28; Eph. 5:25). Christ is the Savior
only of His body which is the church (Eph. 5:23; 1:22-23). Since
denominationalism is man-made (not being authorized by God), we
must be members of the Lord’s church in order to be saved and
faithfully serve Christ in His kingdom.

The Bible does not allow the Lord’s church to compromise with
churches and/or individuals who are not sound in the faith. 2 John 9-11
reads:

Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of
Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he
hath both the Father and the Son. If there come any unto you,
and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house,
neither bid him God speed: For he that biddeth him God speed
is partaker of his evil deeds.

God does not allow compromise with those of the world, regardless
of who they are, what they believe and practice or how good they may
appear to be. God’s people must stay focused on the Lord’s way and
not be turned aside from it, either to the right hand or the left. Our
promised land is heaven. We are on our way as we wonder through this
world of sin and sorrow. Let us march forward and not be distracted by
the fears in the way. We can reach our eternal home where there is no
more sorrow, pain, suffering, tears or death. The journey is worth it.
We will have lost nothing this world has to offer. Let us have the faith
of Moses of whom it was said:
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By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called
the son of Pharaoh's daughter; Choosing rather to suffer afflic-
tion with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for
a season; Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than
the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence
of the reward (Heb. 11:24-26).

GOD’S WORD IS FINAL

When Balaam inquired of God whether he should go with the
messengers from Moab: “God said unto Balaam, Thou shalt not go with
them; thou shalt not curse the people: for they are blessed” (Num.
22:12). Upon hearing these words from God, Balaam told the couriers
he could not go. When others returned from Moab with greater rewards
and honor, Balaam responded by saying: “If Balak would give me his
house full of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the word of the Lord
my God, to do less or more” (Num. 22:18). What a noble statement of
resolve! How great it would have been had Balaam followed his own
admonition. However, in the same breath he responded: “Now
therefore, I pray you, tarry ye also here this night, that I may know
what the Lord will say unto me more” (Num. 22:19).

Balaam was not satisfied with God’s answer forbidding him to go
to Moab and curse Israel. He inquired of God again. He wanted to see
what else God might say about it. Multitudes do the same thing today;
and sadly, many of them are members of the church who are not
satisfied with God’s Word. They read and recognize plain and simple
passages; but, like Balaam, they want to see what more (what else) they
can make God say. They want to find a loop-hole. They want to find
another passage that overturns or allows them to ignore the plain and
simple. They seek to make God contradict Himself—make Him a liar!

To not accept God’s Word and to keep on searching for something
more from the Lord will end with no good result. Eventually, you will
find what you are looking for—or at least you will think you have
found it. But, that is all a person needs to go ahead and do what they
wanted to do all along. They pacify themselves as they run along full
steam into error. Examples of this abound.

Many church members are not content with God’s pattern of
worship. Even though John 4:24 says worship is to be done in spirit
and in truth, that is not enough—that is too cold and boring. They seek
to spice it up. They refuse to recognize that acceptable worship is from
the heart (spirit) and governed/regulated by the New Testament (Truth).
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God’s simple plan of worship in song is found in Ephesians 5:19,
which commands: “Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord.”
But compromises, progressives, are not satisfied with singing. They
want to add mechanical instruments of music because they think it is
better—they get more out of it. Like Balaam, they want to see what
more the Lord will say so they scour the Scriptures in order to make
them say what they want to hear. Before long, presto! They decide the
words “making melody” can include mechanical instruments and about
anything else they want to include. But, they do so contrary to first
century usage of the word. In their minds, they find all sorts of excuses
to ignore congregational a cappella singing. They presume to have
found that God has not authorized congregational singing anyway;
therefore, they can have solos, quartets and choirs even though
“speaking to yourselves” demands the whole congregation participating
with each other in singing.

God’s simple plan of Gospel preaching is found in 2 Timothy 4:2,
where Paul instructed: “Preach the word; be instant in season, out of
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.”
“For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but
unto us which are saved it is the power of God” (1 Cor. 1:18). “[I]t
pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe”
(1 Cor. 1:21). But that is not enough according to compromisers,
progressives—that is boring. I had one preacher tell me “preaching just
won’t do it any more. We’ve got to have something else.” So, people
attempt to find what more they can do. They add entertainment and
recreation—fun and games. This is what attracts people. This will get
people in and we will have a good time. They will content themselves
by saying: “Once we get them in, then we can teach them.” But, sadly
the teaching is never done. If it were, then part of the teaching would
be to instruct them that recreation and entertainment have no part in the
Gospel message. It is God’s Word that is the power of God unto
salvation (Rom. 1:16), not fun and games.

God’s simple plan of worship in the Lord’s supper is found in
Matthew 26:26-29 and 1 Corinthians 11:23-29. It involves unleavened
bread and fruit of the vine in commemoration of the Lord’s suffering
and death. It was observed by the first century church on the first day
of every week (Acts 20:7). But, people today are not content with
God’s order. They want to find more, so they do. Some now observe
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the memorial of the Lord’s supper at weddings and funerals—on any
day of the week. Some contend it is nothing more than a common meal
and have substituted other items. One church in Jackson, Mississippi,
had barbecue and even charged for it! They made themselves feel better
about it by saying if any could not afford the modest price, then others
would pay on their behalf. When you abandon the Scriptures there is
no end to where you can go, or what you can find.

God’s simple plan of divorce and remarriage is found in Matthew
19:9. There Jesus said: “Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it
be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and
whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery.” This is
God’s rule. It says one man, one woman for life, with but one excep-
tion. If one of the parties in the marriage commits fornication, the
innocent party can put away the guilty party and be free to marry
another, provided the one he/she marries is also free to marry. But
God’s simple order is not enough, many think it is too hard. They seek
to find what more the Lord has to say. They make up all kinds of
excuses for divorce and remarriage. Some say God wants you to be
happy and if you are not happy with your spouse, divorce and get you
another one! Some say you can divorce, repent of it and you are “free
and clear” to marry again as though you have never been married. On
and on they go. They drive full steam ahead to do what they want to
do—just like Balaam.

God’s standard of morality is plain and simple. “For the grace of
God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, Teaching us that,
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly, in this present world” (Tit. 2:11-12). We are
told: “Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man
with his deeds” (Col. 3:9). But many say this is too hard so they turn to
find another way. And, like all the other times men forsake God’s way,
they content themselves in ignoring God’s divine standard. If one is set
on doing what they want to do, it does not matter what the Bible says.
They will strip down naked if they want to and run off to the beach or
lake or pool and have a big time—never mind their immodesty and
shame. Never mind the fact that they are beguiling precious souls to
look and lust, condemning their souls (cf. Mt. 5:28; 1 Tim. 2:9-10).

Balaam was intent on going to Moab where he would receive
reward and honor. He worked hard to get around God’s Word. So very
many people today are just like him. Why can compromisers not work
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as hard in obeying the Lord as they do in disobeying Him? Let us use
our energies in bringing praise and glory to God.

LOVING THE WORLD

Balaam loved the world. Humanity has not changed. God still says:
“Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man
love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the
world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life, is not of the Father, but is of the world” (1 Jn. 2:15-16).

All the temptations we face fit into one or more of these three
categories: the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, the pride (vain
glory) of life. This is true of the whole human race. All the temptations
we face are “common to man” (cf. 1 Cor. 10:13).

Eve was tempted in all three areas. Genesis 3:6 says she saw the
tree was good for food (lust of the flesh). She saw the tree was pleasant
to the eyes (lust of the eyes). She saw the fruit of the tree could make
her wise (pride of life).

The same is true of our Lord. Hebrews 4:15 says He was tempted
in “all points” like as we are, yet without sin. In Matthew 4:1-11, Jesus
was tempted of the devil. After fasting for forty days, the devil tempts
Him to turn stones into bread (lust of the flesh). The devil encourages
the Lord to jump off a high pinnacle of the Temple. Knowing He would
not be injured and would result in His fame spreading throughout the
land, it appealed to His pride (the pride of life). A temptation through
the lust of the eyes was when he was shown all the kingdoms of the
world and the glory of them. The devil suggests Jesus could have them
all if He would fall down and worship him. But regarding all these
temptations, Jesus resisted and did not yield.

Our precious Lord and Redeemer shows us how to resist tempta-
tion. In every case the Lord pointed to the Scriptures. He said: “It is
written” (Mt. 4:4, 7, 10). If we will remember the Word of God, make
it the rule of our life and obey it, we can resist temptation, too. God will
help us (1 Cor. 10:13). We sin when we push aside God’s Word. When
we ignore it, we violate it and sin is the result (1 Jn. 3:4).

Balaam did not resist the temptation of the lust of the flesh, the lust
of the eyes and the pride of life. He saw what he could gain and worked
diligently to obtain it. Balak appealed to Balaam’s pride by offering
him great honor (Num. 22:6, 17, 37; 24:11). He also sought to bribe
Balaam with the rewards of divination—great sums of money (Num.
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22:7; Neh. 13:2; 2 Pet. 2:15; Ju. 1:11). Balaam did not resist the
temptation. He ran after it as fast as he could go.

FALSE TEACHERS

Balaam goes down in history as one of the most vile and corrupt
individuals that ever lived. His wicked deeds and God’s assessment of
them are recorded numerous times throughout the Bible. Untold
numbers of souls have greedily followed his lead.
False teachers are singled out specifically in 2 Peter 2. They are
compared to Balaam who “loved the wages of unrighteousness” (v. 15).
They are companions in the doctrine of Balaam. The text describes
them in much detail. Heed, but reject their modes and methods of
operation.

1. They secretly teach damnable heresies (2 Pet. 2:1). They are
not so brazen as to announce their intentions. They will work
behind the scenes until they have a following large enough to
take over. The faithful need to learn their ways and not be
ignorant of their devices.

2. Their teaching and practice is destructive and lascivious,
causing the way of Truth to be evil spoken of (2 Pet. 2:2).
Their insidious ways make it more difficult to evangelize
because unsuspecting souls are hindered in learning the Truth.
They have developed a false concept of the Lord’s church and
consequently do not respect it and are not open to it.

3. With the motive of covetousness, they prey upon the weak and
gullible with artfully chosen words (2 Pet. 2:3).

4. They are among those who walk after the flesh in the lust of
uncleanness, despising dominion/authority (2 Pet. 2:10).

5. They defiantly are self-willed, not afraid to speak evil of
dignities (2 Pet. 2:10). They do not respect authority (law)—
certainly not elders. Authority stands in their way.

6. They speak evil of things they do not understand (2 Pet. 2:12).
They do not appreciate objects of worth and value: the souls of
men, the organization of the church, the fellowship and care of
the saints, etc. Their one agenda is self; and, like Balaam, they
are going to have their way regardless of who they have to run
over.



Garland Robinson 403

7. They are spots and blemishes (2 Pet. 2:13). The result of their
teaching will defile and soil an otherwise spotless soul—one
washed in the blood of the Lamb. They are sore spots, not
bastions of light.

8. They “sport” themselves (2 Pet. 2:13). They revel in luxury
and indulgence. Gain is their goal. Honor and power is their
ambition.

9. Their eyes are full of adultery that cannot cease from sin
(2 Pet. 2:14). Everything they see is an object to gain and use.
They suppose it is there for their taking and pleasure.

10. Their heart is finely tuned for greed and gratification (2 Pet.
2:14). They do not see holiness and purity. They see objects
and persons to use.

11. They are cursed (2 Pet. 2:14). Their heart and actions bring
God’s damnation.

12. They have forsaken the right way and have gone astray (2 Pet.
2:15). Balaam did it. They are like him. We must love the
truth, everything else is the way of destruction (cf. Zech. 8:19;
2 Thess. 2:10).

13. The way of Balaam (false teachers) is described as “madness”
(2 Pet. 2:16). Their way is not purity, holiness, honesty,
goodness, rational, logical. It is the opposite, irrational,
illogical, not thinking clearly (mad, crazy). To refuse the Truth
is madness—acting contrary to reason and sober sense.

14. They are wells without water (2 Pet. 2:17). In hot and barren
lands with little water, wells are a welcome sight. The very
sight of a well promises a refreshing and rewarding drink. For
it to be dry is a sad disappointment. False teachers promise
great reward, but those who follow them suffer the great and
eternal loss of their soul (v.17).

15. They are as clouds carried about by the wind that never refresh
the earth with rain (2 Pet. 2:17). They make great promises but
never produce. Instead, they lead those who follow into great
destruction—into the gloominess and darkness of hell. That
place prepared for the devil and his angels stands ready to
receive all who do not follow the Lord.
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16. They speak great swelling words of vanity (2 Pet. 2:18).
Through smooth words and fair speeches, they deceive the
hearts of those gullible souls who follow (cf. Rom. 16:17-18).
Their words are empty and useless.

17. They allure (entice, beguile) through the lusts of the flesh and
wantonness (2 Pet. 2:18). How sad that through the ages men
have used religion as a means to seduce the confidence of the
innocent. The end result is eternal ruin for them both.

18. They promise liberty (2 Pet. 2:19). They promise freedom,
freedom from sin, freedom from law, freedom to live like you
want to. The reality of their insidious way is to be servants of
corruption, servants of sin. One may think he is free, but it will
not be according to God’s definition. The only true freedom is
in Christ.

CONCLUSION

The love of the world and worldly things leads to eternal destruc-
tion. One may feel as though he has his heart’s desire, but there is a
payday coming. Ecclesiastes 11:9 says: “Rejoice, O young man, in thy
youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in
the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes: but know thou,
that for all these things God will bring thee into judgment” (emphasis
added).

You cannot ignore God and His Word and expect to get away with
it. It will not work! Even Felix understood it, at least for a moment. As
Paul stood before him: “[H]e reasoned of righteousness, temperance,
and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for
this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee” (Acts
24:25). There is no indication he ever found such a time. The pull of
the world is so strong. Will you go along with it or will you resist and
rise above it?

The doctrine of Balaam leads to eternal destruction and damnation.
The masses have always run after it with ever-increasing speed. Are
you in that number even now? Come out! Repent! Obey the Lord today.

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
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